
 
Socialization 

Tips 
 
 

 
The socialization window for puppies closes between 12-14 weeks for most puppies, and 
what your puppy experiences during that early window can shape the way your pup 
behaves and interacts with the world for the rest of their life.  
 
Conditioning Your Pup to People and Things 
Use treats to help your puppy get comfortable with scary and novel experiences! 
Think about the things you enjoy doing - whether that’s hiking or patio dining or 
hanging out at your friend’s house with children present.  It’s up to you to teach your 
pup that these experiences are fun and safe, and that you start the process 
immediately - even for things you only do once or twice a year.   
 

● Your puppy should be driving the interaction whenever encountering 
something or someone new.  They should be given the time to approach 
everything at their pace, and when they do choose to move and 
investigate an item they should receive a reward from you so they 
understand that investigating things they are unsure of is appropriate 
and we want them to continue doing so when they are comfortable. 
Don’t force your puppy to interact with anything or anyone - this doesn’t 
actually socialize your puppy, it sensitizes them to the thing they are 
unsure of and they will have more fearful responses in the future.  
 

● Remember - puppies meet people, people don’t meet puppies!  What this 
means is, no matter how much someone wants to pet your puppy, the 
puppy chooses whether they meet or not! If your puppy is backing away 
or just not approaching a person, don’t allow that person reach out and 
pet or otherwise handle the puppy.  Also, if your puppy approaches the 
person, instruct them to hold their hand out so the pup can sniff them 
and then tell them to “pet, pet, pause” - which means they can pet your 
puppy briefly and then they should stop and wait for the puppy to solicit 
more attention from them. If the puppy doesn’t solicit more attention, 



thank them for meeting and let them know your puppy is moving on to 
other adventures.  

 
Check out your puppy socialization passport for more info on making sure your pup 
enjoys the experiences and tracking your progress.  
 
 
Your Puppy Doesn’t Need to Meet Everyone! 
 
There will be plenty of people, children, and other animals that don’t want to meet 
your pup. To prepare your puppy for this reality, you will also need to work with your 
pup on staying focused on you when others are around and your puppy won’t be 
meeting them. You can work on this toward the end of your puppy’s socialization 
window, or as soon as you notice they are showing enthusiasm for meeting everyone! 
This will help minimize your pup’s frustration long-term and create a well-rounded 
puppy out in public.  
 
Seeing other dogs and people while on leash and out on a walk. 
 
Step 1.  
When out and about with your puppy, take along yummy treats or his favorite toy. 
When your puppy notices another dog or person, mark the event with the word “yes” 
and give your puppy a yummy treat (or play with the toy). Once your puppy begins to 
respond with quick anticipation to the word “yes” immediately after seeing another 
person or dog, move on to step 2. 
 
Step 2.  
Begin to say your puppy’s name immediately after he sees another dog or person. If 
he doesn’t respond go back to step 1. If he does respond give him 4–5 small pieces of 
treat one after the other for keeping his focus on you. 
 
 
Seeing other dogs and people through a fence or a window. 
Keeping your puppy supervised when he has access to this type of set-up is very 
important. Otherwise a problem will develop 9 times out of 10.  
 
Step 1.  
Follow Step 1 & 2 listed above.  
 



Step 2.  
Begin to call your dog to you, mark with a “yes” and reward.  
 
Step 3.  
Begin to call your dog to you, ask him to sit or lie down and reward. 
 
 
Having trouble with any of the above?  Send us an email and let us know before class 
starts! 
 
 


