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Let the fun begin! Now that you’ve taught your pup a lot of skills, start enjoying your 
hard work with these fun training games and skills.  Practice a few times a week to 
keep your skills sharp, and show your friends what fun training with your dog can be!   
 
Skill: Spin  
We’ve been focused on a lot of skills to help your puppy be successful as they grow, 
but training can also just be about having fun! The “spin” move is one of those “just 
for fun” behaviors and builds on other training that we’ve done using the luring 
technique.  
 
Step 1. 
Take a treat and put it on your dog’s nose. Ideally, we want them to be able to smell 
and even lick the treat, but not actually get it.  Slowly move your hand in the direction 
you want your dog to spin (teaching one direction at a time will be easier on your 
dog).  Once you have lured your pup around in a full circle, click/mark and give your 
dog the treat.  If your pup struggles to follow your hand all the way around - break it 
down to easier steps: Lure your dog a quarter turn of the circle, click/mark and treat. 
Then lure your dog around a half circle, click/mark and treat. As long as your dog 
continues to follow the lure, you can lure longer each time to eventually complete the 
full circle.  
 
Step 2.  
Start moving the treat further and further away from his nose, still using your hand as 
the “signal” to do the spin. Click/Mark and reward when he has completed the 360.  It 
will be a bit different for every dog, but generally speaking your goal is to get your 
hand about a foot above your dog’s head and he is still spinning. 
 
Step 3. 
At this point, remove the treat from your hand and repeat the signal with an empty 
hand.  If he does not follow, he is not ready for you to remove the lure yet. Go back to 
luring.  If he follows, click/mark when he makes the 360 and reward him. 



 
Step 4. 
If you are going to add the verbal cue – choose your words now. Some people use 
“left” and “right,” but you could call them anything you want like, “wild” and “crazy” as 
long as you remember which word means a spin to the right and which a spin to the 
left. 
 
Step 5. 
Start saying the verbal cue just before you give the hand signal. Watch your dog – 
when he starts to spin before you give the hand signal, you know he understands the 
verbal cue. You can now try verbal only and see if he gets it. If he misses 3 times, go 
back to using the hand signal for a bit longer. 
 
Ways to use it at home:  
Once you have taught your dog this trick – have fun! You can teach your dog to spin 
on a chair, spin while moving around you, spin on either side of your body (a canine 
freestyle move) – your imagination is the only limit to what you and your dog can 
come up with, so imagine and go do! 
 
 
 
 


